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TITLE 8, DIVISION 1, CHAPTER 4

Article 10.1. Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment for Fire Fighters
Amend Section 3401 to read:
§3401. Application.

(a) These Orders establish minimum requirements for personal protective clothing and
equipment for fire fighters when exposed to the hazards of fire fighting activity, and take
precedence over any other Safety Order with which they are inconsistent.

Sections 3402.1 and 3402.3 through 3409, inclusive, apply to structural and proximity fire
fighting as defined in Ssection 3402. Sections 3402.2, 3410, and 3410.1 apply to wildland fire
fighting.

EXCEPTION to section 3401(a): The requirements of these orders are not applicable to fire
fighters from other states of the United States or another country rendering temporary fire
suppression assistance during a wildfire event.

(b) General Requirements.

(1) Personal protective clothing and equipment specified in these Orders shall be provided and
used whenever such employees are required to work in a hazardous environment that may be
encountered during fire fighting activities or under similar conditions during training activities.
[Consistent with NFPA 1500-2021, section 7.1.1, 7.1.2, 7.1.3]

(2) Employers shall develop and require use of a written plan covering the selection, safe use,
maintenance, utilization and replacement of the equipment required in these Orders, and all
affected employees shall be trained in accordance with such plan. [From subsection (b)(6),
Consistent with NFPA 1500-2021, section 7.1.1.2,7.1.4, 7.1.6]

NOTE to subsection (b)(2): See section 3402.3. Selection, Inspection, and Maintenance of
Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting and section 3410.
Selection, Inspection, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles for Wildland Fire Fighting.

(A) Protective ensembles shall be coordinated to ensure compatibility for full body protection.
[From 3407(b), but should apply to the entire ensemble]
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(B) Protective ensembles shall be properly sized and fitted to the user. [NFPA 1500, section
7.2.1.1]

(C) Employers shall designate areas for cleaning protective ensembles. [NFPA 1500, section
7.1.6.2]

{2} (3) The employer shall ensure the availability, maintenance, and use of all protective
clothing and equipment in accordance with these Orders.

(A) Protective ensembles shall be maintained in a location of readiness for immediate response
to fires and like emergencies. [From 3403(a), which should apply for the entire ensemble]

{3} (4) Employees shall be instructed to wear or utilize appropriate personal protective clothing
and equipment when directed to work in a hazardous environment until such time as the
officer in charge determines that such protection is no longer required.

{4} (5) Personal protective clothing and equipment that has become damaged or otherwise
defective to the point of voiding its intended protection shall be removed from service.

{5} (6) Fire fighters and other employees engaged in emergency activities requiring special
protective techniques and equipment shall be trained in the appropriate techniques and
provided with the necessary protective equipment. [Consistent with NFPA 1500, Section 7.1.7]

(A) Employers shall provide training on the donning and doffing of protective ensembles to
minimize exposure to contaminants.

(7) Employers shall ensure that new protective clothing and equipment provided be furnished
with a statement of performance declaring that the product has been tested and meets the
requirements of these Orders.

(8) If the employer purchases personal protective equipment containing perfluoroalkyl and
perfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), the employer shall retain a copy of the written notice
provided by the seller or manufacturer for three years from the date of the transaction. The
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written notice would indicate that the personal protective equipment contains PFAS chemicals
and the reason PFAS chemicals were added to the equipment. [Health and Safety Code 13029]

(A) The employer shall provide a copy of the written notice to the fire fighter using the personal
protective equipment upon initial issuance.

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Sections 142.3 and 147.4, Labor
Code and Section 13029, Health and Safety Code.
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§3402. Definitions [No amendments proposed]

§3402.1. Purchase Quality Standards for Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment for
Structural Fire Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting.
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(a) Personal protective clothing (ensemble elements) purchased on or after [OAL to insert - 6

months after the effective date], for use in structural or proximity fire fighting shall meet
certification, labeling, design, performance, and testing requirements of National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) 1971, Standard on Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire
Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting, 2018 Edition, which is hereby incorporated by reference. In
addition to any other applicability, the aforementioned purchase guality standards apply to
discretionary equipment orders or purchases.

EXCEPTION: Protective ensemble or ensemble elements meeting the most current NFPA 1971
edition will be deemed as meeting the standard.
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{g} (b) Personal Alert Safety Systems purchased on or after July 1, 2023 shall meet the
certification, labeling, design, performance and testing requirements of NFPA 1982, Standard
on Personal Alert Safety Systems (PASS), 2018 Edition, which is hereby incorporated by
reference. In addition to any other applicability, the aforementioned purchase quality standards
apply to discretionary equipment orders or purchases.

EXCEPTION: PASS meeting the most current NFPA 1982 edition will be deemed as meeting the
standard. [To be discussed at a later date by Cal/OSHA Research and Standards]

{h} (c) Open-circuit self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) purchased on or after July 1,
2023 shall meet the certification, labeling, design, performance and testing requirements of
NFPA 1981, Standard on Open-Circuit Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) for
Emergency Services, 2019 Edition, which is hereby incorporated by reference. In addition to any
other applicability, the aforementioned purchase quality standards apply to discretionary
equipment orders or purchases.

EXCEPTION: Open-circuit SCBA meeting the most current NFPA 1981 edition will be deemed as
meeting the standard. [To be discussed at a later date by Cal/OSHA Research and Standards]

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Sections 142.3 and 147.4, Labor
Code.
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§3402.2. Purchase Quality Standards for Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment for
Wildland Fire Fighting. [Unsettled due to the helmet issue. Pending review of proposed text by
Cal Fire and LA County Fire Department]

(a) Wildland fire fighting personal protective clothing and equipment ordered or purchased on
or after July 1, 2017 shall meet the requirements of the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) 1977, Standard on Protective Clothing and Equipment for Wildland Fire Fighting, 2016
2022 Edition, which is hereby incorporated by reference. In addition to any other applicability,
the aforementioned purchase quality standards apply to discretionary equipment orders or
purchases.

EXCEPTION: Protective ensemble or ensemble elements meeting the most current NFPA 1977
edition will be deemed as meeting the standard.

(b) Purchase Quality Standards for Fire Shelter. Fire shelters ordered or purchased on or after
July 1, 2023 shall meet or exceed the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service
Specification, Shelter, Fire (M-2002), 5100-606C, August 22, 2011, which is hereby incorporated
by reference. In addition to any other applicability, the aforementioned purchase quality
standards apply to discretionary equipment orders or purchases.

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Sections 142.3 and 147.4, Labor
Code.
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§3402.3. Selection, Inspection, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire
Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting.

and-maintained-in-accordance-with-the The employer shall establish and implement the
procedures and requirements of National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1851, Standard
on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire Fighting and
Proximity Fire Fighting, 2014-2020 Edition, which is hereby incorporated by reference without

the Annex, except for A 5.1.5.

NOTE: Any mention of chapters and subchapters in this section are in reference to the NFPA
1851 standard, 2020 edition.

EXCERTON- (b) In addition to the recordkeeping requirements of subchapter 4.3 of chapter 4,
Program of the NFPA 1851, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective
Ensembles for Structural Fire Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting, 2644-2020 Edition, the
employer shall maintain records on its structural and proximity fire fighting protective
ensemble and ensemble elements for three years from the date of retirement.
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[Chair is to develop text to state that the effective date of NFPA 1851, 2020 edition will be 1 year
after OAL effective date]

(c) Training.

(1) The written standard operating procedures (SOPs) as required in chapter 4 Program,
subchapter 4.2.2 of the NFPA 1851, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective
Ensembles for Structural Fire Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting, 2020 Edition shall include
training requirements for users of protective ensembles, program administrators and selected
personnel who are involved in the implementation of NFPA 1851, 2020 edition.

(2) The program shall be administered by a suitably trained program administrator.
Employees designated by the employer to perform the activities listed in NFPA 1851,
Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire
Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting, 2020 edition, chapter 4 Program Table 4.2.4 shall be
trained according to their duties.

[Chair to develop text to regarding recordkeeping of training records]

(d) Manufacturer’s Instruction.

(1) In addition to the requirements of chapter 4 Program, subchapter 4.4.3 of the NFPA 1851,
Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire
Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting, 2020 Edition, the employer shall provide the user of the
protective ensemble a copy of the manufacturer’s instruction within 10 business days, upon
written request.

(e) Reporting Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Health and Safety Concerns.

(1) To implement chapter 4 Program, subchapter 4.6.1 of the NFPA 1851, Standard on
Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire Fighting and
Proximity Fire Fighting, 2020 Edition, the organization or employer shall notify the
manufacturer and the certification organization in writing, within 20 business days, upon
discovery of a PPE health and safety concern caused by a known or suspected element failure.

(f) Risk Assessment.
(1) The selection criteria for comparing elements as required in chapter 5 Selection, subchapter
5.1.5 of the NFPA 1851, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles
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for Structural Fire Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting, 2020 Edition shall include the criteria
listed in A.5.1.5

(g) Cleaning and Decontamination.

(1) Preliminary exposure reductions shall be carried out by the end user of the PPE as required
by chapter 7 Cleaning and Decontamination, subchapter 7.2.2.1 of the NFPA 1851, Standard on
Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire Fighting and
Proximity Fire Fighting, 2020 Edition.

EXCEPTION to (g)(1):
Where it is infeasible to perform preliminary exposure reductions immediately, preliminary
exposure reduction shall be performed as soon as practically possible.

(2) Ensembles and ensemble elements that are soiled or contaminated shall receive advanced
cleaning as required in chapter 7 Cleaning and Decontamination, subchapter 7.3.3 of the NFPA
1851, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire
Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting, 2020 Edition as soon as practically possible.

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Sections 142.3 and 147.4, Labor
Code.
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Amend Section 3403 to read:

§3403. Head;-Eye-and-Face-Protection- Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire Fighting and
Proximity Fire Fighting.

(a) General. In-service protective ensembles shall meet the requirements of National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) 1971, Standard on Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire
Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting, 2013 Edition, which is hereby incorporated by reference.

{2} (b) Head Protection. Head protection shall be provided to each fire fighter, and shall

be maintained in a location of readiness for immediate response to fires and like emergencies.
Head protection shall be worn by fire fighters whenever they are exposed to head injury
hazard. Head protection is normally provided for fire fighters through the use of helmets.

(1) In-Service Head Protection. Fire fighting helmets shall meet the NFPA 1971, Standard on
Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting, 2013 Edition.

[NPFA 1971, 2013

6.5.2 Helmets shall consist of at least all of the following assembled components:
(1) shell

(2) energy absorbing system

(3) retention system

(4) fluorescent and reflective trim

(5) ear covers, faceshield or goggles, or both.

6.5.2.1 Where a faceshield is selected in accordance with 6.5.2 (6), the face shield component
shall be attached to the helmet.

6.5.2.2 Where the goggle component is selected in accordance with 6.5.2(6), the goggles shall
be permitted to be unattached, not assembled, to the helmet.

Cal Fire and LA County will develop alternative text to subsection (b)]
{b} (c) Eye and Face Protection.

(1) Eye protection and/or face protection shall be provided to and used by each fire fighter to
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protect from eye or face injuries such as punctures, abrasions, contusions; or burns-as-a-resut
efresulting from contact with flying particles, hazardous substances or projections which are

inherent in the work or environment.

[Replaced by §3403(a)]

£3} (2) Primary eye protection shall be required unless the self-contained breathing apparatus
(SCBA) is being used. The full facepiece of SCBA shall be considered as face and eye protection
when worn.

(A) If the facepiece has a face-mounted regulator that when disconnected provides a direct
path for flying objects to strike the face or eye, the facepiece shall have the regulator attached
in order to be considered as eye and face protection.

{4} (3) When operating in a hazardous area at an emergency scene without a full-face
respirator, fire fighters shall wear primary eye protection that is designed to protect the eyes
from the hazard.

(d) Ear and Neck Protection and Protective Hood Interface. Protection against burns or injury to
the ears and neck shall be provided by one or more of the following: [From §3404 (a)]

(1) Ear flap attachment to helmet;

(2) Hood or shroud.

(e) Body Protection. Body protection shall be provided to and used by each fire fighter when
exposed to the hazards of structural fire fighting and proximity fire fighting activities. Body
protection shall consist of structural or proximity fire protective garments. [From §3405(a)]

(1) Body protection provided for other than structural fires shall be appropriate for the
potential hazards. [From §3405(c)]
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(f) Hand and Wrist Protection. Protective gloves shall be provided to and used by each fire
fishter when exposed to the hazards of structural and proximity fire fighting activities. Such
protective gloves shall be suitable to the hazards encountered in fires and fire related

emergencies. [From §3406(a)]

(g) Foot Protection. Foot protection shall be provided to and worn by fire fighters while
engaged in structural and proximity fire fighting activities. [From 3407(a)]

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Sections 142.3 and 147.4, Labor
Code.
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Amend Section 3404

§3404. Earand-Neck-Protectionand-Protective Hood-rterface—[Reserved]

ovedt 343(d)]
) -Earflapattachmentto-helmet
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§3405. Bedy-Protection: [Reserved]

Fighting2007 Edition-which-is-hereby-incorporated-byreference: [Rplacd by §3403(a)]
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§3406. Hand-and-WristProtection- [Reserved]

[Requirement to prowde moved to 3403(f) properly sized requirement moved to Sect/on 3401

(b)(2)(B)]

eneeu-nte#ed—m—ﬁ%e—ﬁgh&ng— [ Replaced by a general requ:rement in §3403(a) covered in NFPA
1971-2013 and 2018 edition]

aﬁﬁa&ng—e#emepsuﬁable—memed— [Replaced by a general requ:rement in §
NFPA 1971-2013 and 2018 edition]
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§3407 Feet—P-Feteet-ren—[ Reserved]

system-to-ensure-full-body-protection: [Moved to 3401(b)(2)(A) to require that the entire

ensemble be coordinated]

§3408. Personal Alert Safety System (PASS)
[Will be updated by Cal/OSHA Research and Standards]

§3409. Respiratory Protection
[Will be updated by Cal/OSHA Research and Standards]
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§3410. Selection, Inspection, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles for Wildland Fire
Fighting. [Proposed amendments to section 3410 was not discussed. Subcommittee was created
to review NFPA 1877 and draft a proposal for consideration at the next advisory committee
meeting

For the next meeting the committee would like to discuss the life span of protective ensembles,
number of sets, laundry, traceability, and excluding load carrying equipment]

(a) The employer shall establish and implement the procedures and requirements of NFPA
1877, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles of Wildland
Fighting Clothing and Equipment, 2022 Edition, which is hereby incorporated by reference
without the Annex.
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3y loani I i hi I .
{4)-Brying-procedures:

{e}Fraining—Employeesshallbe trained-onthefollowinge- ]
1) p : . € the PRE.

(b) Training.

(1) The written standard operating procedures (SOPs) as required in chapter 4 Program,
subchapter 4.2.1 of the NFPA 1877, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective
Ensembles of Wildland Fighting Clothing and Equipment, 2022 Edition shall include training
requirements for users of protective ensembles, program administrators and selected
personnel who are involved in the implementation of NFPA 1877, 2022 Edition.

(2) The program must be administered by a suitably trained program administrator. Employees
designated by the employer to perform the activities listed in chapter 4 Program, Table 4.2.2 of
the NFPA 1877, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles of
Wildland Fighting Clothing and Equipment, 2022 Edition, shall be trained according to their
duties.

{g} (c) Recordkeeping. In addition to the training requirements of chapter 4 Program,

subchapter 4.3 of the NFPA 1877, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Wildland
Firefighting Protective Clothing and Equipment, 2022 Edition, the employer shall maintain the
following records:
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(1) Training records demonstrating the implementation of subsection {e} (b) shall be
maintained for 3three years. Records shall include employee name or other identifier, training
dates, type(s) of training; make (manufacturer), model, and serial number of assigned PPE.

(2) Records of retired PPE shall be maintained for 3three years.

Note: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Sections 142.3 and 147.4, Labor
Code.
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§3410.1. Personal Protective Equipment for Wildland Fire Fighting.

(a) Head Protection.

(1) Head protection shall be worn by fire fighters whenever they are exposed to head injury
hazard. Head protection shall be provided to each fire fighter and shall be maintained in a
location of ready availability to the fire fighter.

(2) In-service Helmets. Head protection shall conform to one of the following:

(A) National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1977, Standard on Protective Clothing and
Equipment for Wildland Fire Fighting, 2011 Edition, which is hereby incorporated by reference.
(B) Structural fire fighting helmet in accordance with Ssection 3402.3.

(3) Each helmet shall be durably and legibly labeled in a manner such that the label can be
easily read without removing padding or any other permanent part, and shall include the
following information:

(A) Name or designation of manufacturer.

(B) Month and year of manufacture.

(C) Lot number.

(D) Model designation.

[The NFPA edition will change depending on when the proposal will be noticed. Editions may
change depending on the outcome of discussion regarding section 3410.]

(b) In-service Eye Protection. Employees exposed to eye injury hazards shall be protected by
using protective goggles, which meet NFPA 1977, Standard on Protective Clothing and
Equipment for Wildland Fire Fighting, 2011 Edition or American National Standard
Institute/International Safety Equipment Association, American National Standard for
Occupational and Educational Personal Eye and Face Protection Devices, ANSI/ISEA 287.1-2015,
which are hereby incorporated by reference. Protective googles shall have a means of
attachment that is designed to be used with head protection.

(c) In-service Thermal Protection of the Ears and Neck. Protection against burns on the ear and
neck shall be provided by one or more of the following means, or other equivalent methods,
when fire fighters engaged in wildland fire fighting are exposed to injurious heat and flame:
flared neck shield attached to brim of helmet, hood, shroud, or high collar with throat strap.
Fabric specified for this purpose shall be constructed and tested in accordance with the
provisions of NFPA 1977, Standard on Protective Clothing and Equipment for Wildland Fire
Fighting, 2011 Edition, which is hereby incorporated by reference.

(d) Body Protection.
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(1) In-Service Body Protection. Body protection shall be provided to each wildland fire fighter
exposed to wildland fire fighting. Protective garments used by fire fighters shall meet the
requirements of NFPA 1977, Standard on Protective Clothing and Equipment for Wildland Fire
Fighting, 2011 Edition, which is hereby incorporated by reference.

(2) In-Service Chainsaw Protectors. Chainsaw protectors shall be provided to and used by fire
fighters who operate chainsaws. The chainsaw protectors (chaps) shall meet the requirements
of U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service Specification, Chaps, Chainsaw, 6170-4G,
(September 6, 2011), which is hereby incorporated by reference.

(e) Protective Gloves.

(1) Protective gloves shall be provided to wildland fire fighters. Gloves shall be properly sized
and suitable to the hazards encountered in wildland fire fighting activities. Fire fighters shall
wear protective gloves whenever exposed to a hazardous environment that may cause injury to
the hand or wrist.

(2) In-Service Protective Gloves. Protective gloves shall meet the design and performance
requirements of NFPA 1977, Standard on Protective Clothing and Equipment for Wildland Fire
Fighting, 2011 Edition, which is hereby incorporated by reference.

(f) Foot Protection.

(1) Protective footwear shall be worn by fire fighters while engaged in wildland fire fighting
activities.

(2) In-Service Protective Footwear. Protective footwear shall meet the requirements of NFPA
1977, Standard on Protective Clothing and Equipment for Wildland Fire Fighting, 2011 Edition,
which is hereby incorporated by reference.

(g) In-Service Fire Shelters. A fire shelter shall be provided and made immediately available for
every fire fighter when engaged in wildland fire fighting activities as defined in these orders.
The fire shelter shall meet or exceed U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service
Specification, Shelter, Fire (M-2002), 5100-606C, August 22, 2011, which is hereby incorporated
by reference.

(h) In-Service Load Carrying Equipment. Load carrying equipment for carrying gear shall be
provided to wildland fire fighters. Load carrying equipment shall meet the requirements of
NFPA 1977, Standard on Protective Clothing and Equipment for Wildland Fire Fighting, 2011
Edition, which is hereby incorporated by reference.

Note: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Sections 142.3 and 147.4, Labor
Code.
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§3411. Private Fire Brigades.

%k %k ok %k %k %k

(d) Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment shall be provided by the employer at no cost to
the employee in accordance with this article commensurate with the fire fighting activity
involved. With respect to structural fire fighting by private fire brigades, those personal
protective clothing and equipment requirements shall be in accordance with Ssections 3402.1,
3402.3, 3403, 3404, 3405, 3406, 3407, 3408, and 3409. [Reference sections must be adjusted.
Should we include wildland sections here as well? Are there private fire brigades that do
wildland firefighting?]

Note: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Sections 142.3 and 147.4, Labor
Code.
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